AlburyCity - Council Meeting Agenda

CMoa.1. Notice of Motion - Biosolids

Cr Thurley moved
That Council:

1. Begin investigations into the conversion of biosolids from our sewage treatment via
gasification into the product known as biochar and provide reports to Council at appropriate
intervals, and

2. Liaise with neighbouring Councils and other parties to determine whether a partnership can be
formed to advance the studies.

CEO Note:

Council's wastewater treatment plants at Kremur Street and Waterview produce approximately 8,500
tons of biosolids annually, all of which is disposed of at the Albury Waste Management Centre.

Council has released two tenders to the open market to find appropriate contractors and
environments to accept the biosolids and put them to beneficial reuse. In both cases, the presence of
per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in the biosolids has limited the number of viable reuse
options, and as such Council has been unable to enter into contractual arrangements in this regard.

Emerging technologies such as converting biosolids into biochar through pyrolysis present an
alternative to traditional reuse options, particularly as contaminates such as PFAS are volatilised
during the process of creating biochar. From an economies of scale point of view, larger volumes of
biosolids or other organic waste is required, over and above that produced by Council, in order to
make the process efficient. Aggregating AlburyCity’s biosolids with volumes produced by other
Councils may present a viable method for achieving the required volumes to achieve the efficient
production of biochar.

Council Officers have been exploring short term and long term biosolids management options for
some time, the results of which will inform a Council report in April 2023.
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